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himfelf bought one of i^jT^ carats^ rude ; and that, when cuf,1t 
retained ^^l carau: hnd^tbat he bought another of 63 carats,&:c. 
Jin Extrah of feme ObfervAtions , to be met vpith in the Journal 
des Scavaos i comerning the Lake of Mexico 5 a^d a ftrange 
fort of Key ^grovphg fcmetimes in certaw parts ^/France. 
I. ^T^ He Lake of Mexico hath this of extraordinary atid 
JL perhaps peculiar, chat part of its water ia.Sweet,arid 
^he other part Salt; which make it believed to be derived from 
two fources, whereof the one holds fweet water, the other 
tomes from fome mineral and fa! in Earth, found in the hills, 
through which this water pafTeth, and is impregnated with the 
fait which is dilTolved in its courfe: Or,if it hathno peculiar 
fource, it mud be,thatthat,which makes pare of the Lake fair, 
is the bottom or the Earth under the wacer^ being in that place 
full of fait : which is confirmed by Experience^much Salt being 
made of it every day, of which that City drives a great trade 
With rtmote parrs,even the P^/7/)>/^/i^ri themfelves,whither it is 
tranfported in confiderable quantities* That part of the Lake 
which is fweetjis ft ill and quiet jt he fait part is agitated and mo- 
ved according as the winds blow. The fvveet water is very good 
and wholefom, breeding plenty of little fifties. That which is 
ttiov'd, is bitter-falt, breeding no fi(h at all. The fweet water 
is higher than the other, and falls into it. The water of theSalc 
part is feven leagues long, and as many leagues broad, and hath 
^bove 22 leagues in compafs. That of the Sweet water is near 
as big; and the whole Lake contains about 50 leagues in com- 
pafs. Formerly there were near 80 Towns feared round about 
this Lake, fome of which contained 5000 Families , and fomc 
^bove 1 0000. At the prefent there may be a matter of thirty 
Burroughs and Villages, of which the greateft holds not above 
500 Houfes 5 all the reft having been ruined by the revolutions 
in that Country. 

2. Some years fince, M.Perrmlt related to the R. Academy 
o( Faru^ that travelling through Sologne, he had been informed 
by fome Phy ficians aud Chirurgions of that Country , that the 
^ejf was there fomerimes fo corrupted, that thofe who did eat 
of the bread which had much of this corrupted grain in it, were 
feifed on by a Gangrene, fome in one part,fome in another/ome 
lofing a finger,others a hand,others a nofe^&c. and that this Gan- 
grene was not preceded by any fever, nor inflammation, nor 

confide- 
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confiderablc pain ; as alfo that ihe Gangrened parts fell off of 
tilenirelves, without any need offeparating them by 2i)y reme- 
dies or ionruments. 

We have viewed fome of thefe grains of Rey thus degene^ 
rated. They areblaci^ without, and pretty white within , and 
when they are dry, they are harder and defer than the namra! 
good grain* They havenoill cafte. I have found fomeof theii^ 
that had hanging ac their bafis a fubfianceof a hony-taft and 
confiftence.Thcy become much longer in the ear,than the other. 
There are fome of them that are 13 or 14 lines long, and tv.o 
lines large, and at times you will find 7 or 8 of them in one 
ear. It may be feen in examining thefe Ears, that the)* arc not 
bodies of another kind, generated among the grains of Kty^ as 
fome pretend ; but that they are true grains of Rey, having their 
coats like the reft^whcrein may be diftinguifln the place of the 
germen and of the furrow. 

Monf. Bourdelwh^vivg acquainted us^ that 1674 ^^^^^ ^^P* 
ned many the like accidents at ^MonUrfh from the fame caufe, 
the Company gave M. Dodard order ro tnform himfelf about it : 
He accordingly caufed to be brought to him fome Ears of this 
Rey, and the Company found «he grains of them altogether like 
thofe they had feen formerly. He lent notice hereof to fevera] 
perfons, among others to M.jB^^^chief Phyficiati to her Royal 
Hlghnth Madam^ife lie, and to M. Dui^e zhmous Phyfician at 
Montargis. He hath alfo entertained therewith M. TuiSier Dr of 
Phyfick of the Faculty ofj^^gierSy a very knowing and very 
curious perfon, who hath imparted to him a Letter of M. Chat- 
ton y an old and expert Chirurgion at Montdrgis ; whence he 
faith he hath learned the particulars following 5 

Rey doth in this manner degenerate in Sokgne, Berry, the 
country ofBiaife.aud Gapnots^ and almoll: every where.efpeci- 
ally in light and fandy land. There are few years but fome little 
of this ill grain grows. When there is but little.theill effeftsov 
it are not perceived. It grows plenteoufly in wet years, and 
moft of all wljen after a rainySpring there follow eKcelfive ho ?^» 

Theconftitutionof the Air or of the Rains, which imprefs 
this malignity in the Rey, is rare, there having been found none 
at tMorjtargubut thrice in 38 years, and there having been but 
fe-w diftempersof it the fecond tim.e, becaufe there vvasbur 
little of (hat corrupted grain. 
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The bread made of the Rey which holds fome of this cor- 
rupted corn, tafts neither worfe nor better than other. The Rey 
thus corrupted hath its efFeds chiefly when *tisneWj yet not till 
it hath beenufed a confiderable time. 

Thefeeflfeftsare,todry up the milk in vvonien;to caufe rome- 
times malign Fevers,accompanied with drowzinefs andtaviog; 
to breed thegangren in arms, but moft in legs, which ordinari- 
ly are corrupted firft , and to which this diftemper faftens it 
felf 5 as the Scorbut doth. 

This corruption is preceded by a certain ({upefadion in the 
legs ; upon which follows a little pain,aod fome fweliing with- 
out inflamniation^and the skin becomes cold and Ji vid. The gan-» 
grene begins at the centerof the part, and appears not at the 
skin but a long while after, fo that people are often obliged to 
open the skin to find only the gangrene lurking under it. 

The only remedy for this gangren is to cut off the part afFe- 
fted. If it be not cut off, it becomes dry and lean.as if the skin 
were glued over the bones, and 'tis of a dreadful blackneft^ 
without rottennefs, 

Whilft the legs are drying up,the gangren afcends ro the ftoul- 
ders, and one knows not, which way it communicates it fclf. 

We have as yet not lighted upon a fpecifick remedy againft 
thiscviLThere is fomehopc of preventing it by hot Spirits and 
vola t il Saks. The OrvieUn and ptifane of Lupim do confidera- 
blegoodco thepcrfon diftempered. Poor people are almoft 
only fubjeft to ihefe evils. 

M- rMtHier writes U^Dodardmotd^thztm the year 1 675. he 
faw much of this cornuted grain among the Rey of the Country 
of Gdfiimis.md that the Country- people told him, that there 
wa« much more of it this year, than the laft year , andthatit 
caufed great difordcrs : And yet 'tis certain, that this Summer 
hath rather been cold than hot, and that there hath not beea 
any confiderably intemperate weather this year , but excefs of 
wet* M. Dodard avers, that he hath feen much of this black 
grain among the Rey upon fandy grounds , and the grains and 
ears he hath brought thence, appear d to the faid Company al- 
together like thofe which U^DuU fent from MonUrgis. 

Meantime, it may be doubted whether thefegangrens are 
the cfFed of this com eaten, and whether the corrupti#n of the 
Rey , and that of the parts in the bodies of nen are not acci- 
dents 
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dents equally derivable from the fame conflitution of the Air^ncl 
iodcpcadent the one from the other. But,if this gangren feifeth on- 
ly on thofe that eat Rcy-brcad , and comes not upon them but m 
fuch years when there is much Rey corrupted, it feems to be cer"- 
tain^that this corrupted Rey is the caufe of this gangrcn. To af- 
fure our felves the more of it, the Company gave order to make 
bread both of this Rey a'one^and of the fame Key mingled inriif- 
ferent proportions with good Rey,toobferve the different tfFefts 
of this Rey and of thefc different mixtures upon brutes of dif- 
ferent kinds. And to omit nothing that mayferve to know the 
caufes of this corruption; M. Marchand hath been defircd by them 
to caufe fome of that fandy earth where it grows to be brought, 
and to plant in it fomc grains of Rey not corrupted^ and to water 
them very much during the Spring, to fee , whether there be fome 
particular caufe of this corruption befides the fuperfluous humi- 
dity. And to give occafion the better to know,wherein confifts this 
corruption , they havedefired M.Bmrdfim to make a Gbymical 
analyfisof this corrupted Rey, which they inrend afterwards to 
compare with the Chymical analyfis they have made of good Rey. 

Whilft thefe Experiments are making, I ftall telj you (faith M. 
Dodard)that hlTuiUier has affured me,that in the year 1 63o,wbich 
was fatal to the poor of the Countries fubjeft to thefe evils , he 
being at Sulljf^ and having underftood by a Phyfician and Chirur- 
gion,that the cornutedRey was the caufe of the gangrens that were 
then very frequent, beiag defirous to fatisfie himfelf, whether this 
grain was indeed the caufe thereofjhe gave of ittofeveral Animals, 
that died of it. 

The Company intends to examine very ftriflly this fort of Rey 
that fliall be brought them from feveral parts , thereby to furnifh 
the Magiftrate with inftruftions to prevent thofe evils that may be 
caufed by this corrupted corn , and to ufe fuch precautions 
as they ftall ^udge necefTary ; of which the chief may be, to a !« 
vertife the people of this evil, and to oblfge them to fift the Rey, 
and to forbid the grinders of com, to grind any Rey that has 
fuch grains in if^ which islbcafic to know, that there can be no 
miHakt in it. 
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